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Q  UAC  K  E  RY. 


The  instinctive  love  of  the  marvellous  and 
unknown,  implanted  in  the  human  breast  for  the 
wisest  purposes,  when  unenlightened  by  knowledge 
and  reflection,  has,  in  a  variety  of  forms,  been  made 
the  engine  of  tyranny  and  deception  by  the  unprin¬ 
cipled  and  designing.  In  proportion  as  our  self- 
interest  is  addressed,  as  the  amount  of  the  promised 
benefit  is  great,  and  our  means  of  correct  informa¬ 
tion  deficient,  is  our  judgment  obscured,  and  our 
moral  free  agency  restricted.  We  become  the  dupes 
of  the  man  who  is  sufficiently  acute  to  detect  our 
weakness,  and  base  enough  to  make  it  the  instru¬ 
ment  for  promoting  his  sordid  selfish  aggrandize¬ 
ment.  The  records  of  demonology  and  witchcraft, 
of  religious  fanaticism,  teem  with  examples  of  this 
description ;  but  while,  thanks  be  to  God,  in  this 
favoured  land  their  number  is  daily  diminishing 
before  the  irresistible  advance  of  a  higher  intelli¬ 
gence  and  morality,  there  is  still  a  system  vigour- 
ously  at  work,  similar  in  its  tendency,  demoralizing 
in  its  principles,  and  diffusing  unchecked  its  deadly 
venom  through  the  life  blood  of  the  population  : 
— that  system  is  Quackery, 

The  innate  principle  of  self-preservation  is  strong¬ 
ly  entwined  with  the  human  heart,  and  every  thing 
addressed  to  it  is  eagerly  siezed,  and  too  often  swal¬ 
lowed,  without  any  other  consideration  than  the 
strength  of  its  pretensions.  We  naturally  wish  that 
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any  means  should  be  true  which  claim  the  power  of 
restoring  our  fading  health,  rebuilding  our  shattered 
constitutions,  or  prolonging  our  existence  ;  and  so 
powerfully  does  the  wish  overrule  the  reasoning 
faculties  of  a  weakened  and  desponding  mind,  that 
the  man  who  can  make  sufficient  compromise  of 
principle  and  truth  to  adapt  his  promises  of  relief 
to  the  extent  of  our  wishes  is  sure  to  obtain  a  ready 
hearing,  and  to  be  credited  with  an  utter  disregard 
of  all  those  principles  of  common  sense,  which  are 
by  our  mental  constitution  forced  into  practice  upon 
other  and  less  prejudiced  occasions.  It  is  therefore 
to  our  love  of  life  that  Quackery  is  immediately  ad¬ 
dressed,  and  by  pandering  with  unprincipled  sub¬ 
serviency  to  this  universal  and  strongly  implanted 
principle,  it  blinds  our  reason  by  the  very  extrava¬ 
gance  of  its  allurements,  and  designedly  sacrifices 
our  bodily  interests  on  the  shrine  of  an  ignominious 
cupidity. 

But  leaving  general  assertions,  let  us  calmly 
examine  the  real  nature  of  the  claims  which  Empiri¬ 
cism  holds  forth  to  our  confidence  and  encourage¬ 
ment,  let  us  contemplate  its  moral  and  intellectual 
bearings,  the  sources  of  its  success,  and  the  best 
means  for  its  prevention ;  and  then  individually 
determine  how  far  it  is  consistent  to  be  either  pas¬ 
sive  spectators,  or  direct  promoters,  of  its  wide 
spreading  and  devastating  influence. 

In  the  first  place,  Quackery  is  irrational.  The 
most  superficial  observer  must  admit,  that  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  men’s  minds  are  directed  to  particular 
pursuits,  an  increase  of  knowledge  is  the  result,  as 
well  as  additional  success  and  facility  in  its  appli¬ 
cation.  In  fact,  the  whole  of  our  social  arrange¬ 
ments  are  based  upon  this  self-evident  principle; 
it  is  the  cause  of  that  sub-division  of  labour  upon 
which  our  national  and  commercial  celebrity  de¬ 
pend  ;  it  is  acted  upon  in  every  department  of  life; 
and  is  regarded  as  sueh  a  self-evident  proposition. 
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that  any  attempt  to  argue  the  question  would 
involve  a  doubt  of  our  sanity.  While  accident  has 
sometimes  stumbled  upon  discovery,  it  cannot  be 
denied  that  we  are  ultimately  to  depend  on  an  in¬ 
crease  of  our  knowledge  in  every  particular  pursuit 
from  those  most  devoted  to  its  investigation ;  and  in 
proportion  to  the  difficulties  to  be  conquered,  is  the 
necessity  for  special  application. 

The  structure  of  the  human  frame,  the  functions 
of  its  various  and  complicated  organs  in  a  state  of 
health  and  disease,  the  discovery  of  remedies  and 
their  p7'oper  applicaiioji  for  the  prevention  and 
relief  of  the  latter,  have  for  ages  engaged  the  highest 
efforts  of  intelligence  and  research;  and  if  the  result 
has  not  hitherto  been  ail  we  could  wish,  yet  how 
vast  has  been  the  amount  of  suffering  relieved  by  an 
enlightened  use  of  the  means  which  science  has 
already  placed  at  our  disposal !  But  were  one  thou¬ 
sandth  part  of  the  pretensions  realized  to  which 
Quackery  lays  claim,  disease  would  be  robbed  of 
its  victims  ;  the  labours  of  past  generations  would 
not  only  be  superfluous,  but  injurious ;  the  votaries 
of  medical  science  would  be  mere  spectators  of  their 
own  failures ;  the  reign  of  ignorance  would  be  a 
consummation  devoutly  to  be  wished  for,  as  with  its 
prevalence  would  disappear  the  long  list  of  human 
infirmities.  From  whom  ought  “  universal  medi¬ 
cines,”  “  elixirs  of  long  life,”  and  other  equally  spe¬ 
cious  candidates  for  universal  patronage,  to  ema¬ 
nate,  if  not  from  those  best  acquainted  with  the 
structure  and  diseases  of  our  frame?  And  yet  where 
is  the  instance  of  an  enlightened  and  conscientious 
mind  pretending  to  such  discoveries?  Have  medical 
men  united  in  one  common  imposture  to  conceal 
from  their  fellow  man  results,  which  for  ages  it  has 
been  the  highest  ambition  of  their  science  to  attain  ? 
The  supposition  is  too  monstrous  for  even  the  most 
credulous,  and  yet  such  must  be  the  case,  if  Quack¬ 
ery  is  not  false  to  its  very  core. 
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The  bare  idea  of  one  remedy  curing  all  diseases, 
is  a  libel  upon  common  sense,  and  would  be  consi¬ 
dered  so  by  all,  did  not  our  wishes  and  prejudices 
so  strongly  interfere. 

What  would  be  thought  of  the  individual  who 
advertised  that  he  had  discovered  a  something, 
which,  if  put  into  a  watch,  would  rectify  all  imagi¬ 
nary  deficiencies ;  mend  main-springs,  supply  bro¬ 
ken  cogs,  lost  axles,  renew  worn  out  wheels,  and 
make  the  hands,  on  whatever  cause  their  irregularity 
might  depend,  keep  proper  time  !  He  would,  I 
believe,  gain  little  more  than  ridicule  for  his  pre¬ 
tended  discovery,  though,  in  the  abstract,  all  would 
agree  that  such  a  remedy,  were  it  possible,  would  be 
very  desirable.  We  should  naturally  remark,  that 
what  would  supply  one  deficiency,  could  not  rectify 
another  of  a  totally  opposite  description,  and  the 
suggestions  of  common  sense  would  protect  our 
watches  from  becoming  the  victims  of  either  a  knave 
or  a  fool.  But  what  more  manifest  absurdity,  we 
would  ask,  is  there  in  the  pretensions  of  the  spuri¬ 
ous  watchmaker  than  in  those  to  which  we  have 
alluded  1  In  the  one  case,  the  attempt  has  outraged 
the  rational  faculties  with  which  Providence  has 
mercifully  provided  us;  while  in  the  other,  we 
become  unthinkingly  its  victim,  because  it  assails 
our  wishes,  and  is  fraught  with  a  hope,  the  realization 
of  which  is  negatived  on  the  very  threshold  of  a 
rational  reflection. 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  on  the  public 
mind,  that  the  success  and  value  of  medicine  as  an 
art  is  wholly  depending  on  the  proper  appreciation 
of  the  conditions  under  which  remedies  are  admi¬ 
nistered,  and  not  on  the  possession  of  universal 
panaceas  to  be  indiscriminately  applied.  Suppos¬ 
ing,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  human  frame 
was  only  liable  to  one  disease ;  yet  so  great  are  the 
differences  of  constitution,  so  powerful  the  influence 
of  external  and  accidental  circumstances,  so  neces- 
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sary  the  special  consideration  of  each  individual 
case,  that  the  most  opposite  methods  of  cure  must 
occasionally  be  adopted ;  and  the  skill  of  the  phy¬ 
sician  is  evidenced,  not  by  the  number  of  his  reme¬ 
dies,  but  by  their  judicious  selection  and  application. 

There  is  not  a  single  drug  known,  of  any  active 
properties,  which  can  be  safely  resorted  to  in  defi¬ 
ance  of  these  considerations ;  while  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  perhaps  no  remedy,  which,  however 
blindly  swallowed,  will  not  in  some  instance  or  other 
be  productive  of  advantage.  This  last  reflection  will 
explain  many  of  the  vaunted  triumphs  of  Empiri¬ 
cism.  Alas!  its  failures  are  comparatively  unheard 
of:  its  fatality  too  often  only  known  to  its  victim! 
— Quackery  is  therefore  irrational  and  dangerous. 

It  is  immoral.  No  rational  mind  can  peruse  the 
puffs  and  advertisements  of  the  great  majority,  and 
perhaps  in  all  cases  the  most  successful  empirics, 
and  imagine  they  are  seriously  and  conscientiously 
believed  by  the  writer.  The  arrogance  and  bombast 
of  their  style;  the  evident  struggle  to  prosper  by 
depreciation  and  abuse  ;  to  excel  in  the  extrava¬ 
gance  of  their  pretensions  ;  to  adapt  their  remedies 
to  the  miserable  excesses  of  the  vicious,  or  the  dis¬ 
tempered  cravings  of  the  hypochondriac ;  all  stamp 
the  selfishness  of  the  motives  by  which  they  are 
dictated,  and  the  sordid  nature  of  the  reward  for 
which  truth  and  humanity  are  sacrificed. 

It  is  impossible,  we  say,  not  to  be  convinced, 
that  the  man  who  pretends  to  knowledge  which 
every  rational  and  qualified  mind  utterly  disclaims, 
who  lays  claim  to  a  discovery  which  shocks  the  first 
principles  of  reason,  must  either  be  the  victim  of 
insanity,  and  the  subject  of  our  compassion,  or  a 
heartless  trafficker  upon  the  blind  credulity  of  his 
fellow  man,  and  justly  exposed  to  the  indignation 
and  contempt  of  every  honest  and  reflecting  mind.  ' 

But  it  may  naturally  be  enquired,  if  such  is  the 
nature  of  Quackery,  how  can  you  account  for  its 
success  ? 
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In  the  first  place,  as  we  have  already  remarked, 
it  is  powerfully  addressed,  by  the  very  nature  and 
extent  of  its  pretensions,  to  a  strong  and  absorbing 
feeling  of  the  human  mind — the  love  of  life ;  while 
the  rationality  and  probable  truth  of  its  assertions, 
the  great  mass  of  the  public  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining.  They  are  ignorant  of  the  structure  and 
functions  of  their  body,  of  the  seat  and  nature  of 
the  great  majority  of  the  diseases  to  which  it  is 
liable,  of  the  principles  which  should  regulate  their 
treatment,  of  whether  they  are  capable  of  cure, 
would  get  well  of  themselves,  or  are  inevitably 
fatal.  They  are  conscious  of  little  else  than  suffer¬ 
ing,  and  the  desire  of  relief ;  they  look  around  for 
the  remedy,  and  the  most  confident  and  unlimited 
assurances  of  cure,  however  preposterous,  are  eagerly 
believed,  their  rational  faculties  being  crippled  by 
the  preponderating  instinct  of  self-preservation. 

This  result  is  not  confined  to  the  lowest  and  least 
educated  classes,  but  ascends  through  every  grade 
of  society,  aye,  perhaps  (to  their  shame  be  it  spoken) 
is  most  in  vogue  among  the  noble  and  the  rich,  by 
whose  example  and  patronage  it  gathers  fresh  powers 
and  support. 

There  is,  indeed,  in  the  not  wholly  unreflecting,  an 
inward  misgiving  of  the  justice  and  safety  of  the 
system  they  are  supporting,  and  secrecy  is  in  con¬ 
sequence  employed  to  screen  them  from  the  ridicule 
or  reproof  of  upright  and  rational  minds ;  and  too 
often  the  medical  man  is  called  in,  and  his  directions 
nominally  followed,  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  any 
suspicion  of  the  course  they  are  actually  pursuing. 
To  justify  their  imprudence,  many  often  persevere 
until  serious  mischief  is  effected  ;  their  attendant  is 
then  informed  of  the  real  state  of  the  case,  he  is 
called  upon  to  repair  the  consequences  of  their 
credulity  and  deceit,  or  if  not  previously  in  atten¬ 
dance,  is  sent  for,  to  take  off  the  responsibility  of 
the  quack,  and  be  in  at  the  death  of  his  patient. 
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Should  they  happea  to  escape  these  injurious 
effects,  or,  if  as  sometimes  must  happen,  by  a  fortui¬ 
tous  adaptation  of  the  means  to  their  particular 
symptoms,  positive  benefit  has  been  reaped,  they 
resort  to  extravagant  commendations  of  the  medi¬ 
cine,  are  unceasing  in  their  efforts  to  influence  their 
friends  in  its  behalf,  ascribing  to  it  powers  and 
efficacy,  which  they  never  knew  it  to  possess,  but 
which  are  gratifying  offerings  to  their  elated  self- 
love,  and  means  of  involving  others  in  the  imitation 
of  their  ignorant,  though  for  once  successful,  folly. 
There  are  numerous  instances  of  individuals,  who 
on  ordinary  occasions  act  like  rational  beings,  thus 
becoming  the  missionaries  of  delusion,  and  the 
advocates  of  a  system,  whose  principles  if  embodied 
in  any  other  department  of  their  social  or  moral 
interests,  they  would  shrink  from  with  indignation 
and  disgust. 

They  overlook  considerations,  which  when  their 
prejudices  are  less  taxed,  are  acknowledged  to  be 
sacred  ;  they  undermine  the  characters  and  profes¬ 
sion  of  men  for  whose  vast  utility  and  acquirements 
they  feign  respect  and  admiration,  and  by  wilfully 
shutting  their  eyes  to  those  motives  of  action  by 
which  rational  beings  ought  always  to  be  guided, 
they  allow  themselves  to  become,  not  the  innocent, 
but  the  guilty  agents  of  heartless  and  mercenary 
imposters.  Guilty,  we  say,  for  our  actions  are  sinful 
whenever  they  are  at  variance  with  the  light  we 
possess,  or  which  it  was  in  our  power  to  attain,  and 
when  for  the  sake  of  any  temporary  advantage  we 
run  counterdo  principles  whose  value  and  supremacy 
we  abstractedly  admit. 

In  cases  where  fatal  effects  have  resulted,  there  is 
a  natural  reluctance  on  the  part  of  family  and 
friends,  to  the  cognizance  of  the  public  through 
the  medium  of  a  legal  investigation,  and  an  equally 
natural  unwillingness  to  disclose  either  their  own 
or  their  victim’s  follv.  It  is  to  these  causes  that  we 
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are  to  attribute  the  few  published  instances  of  this 
description,  and  not  to  their  unfrequency  of  occur¬ 
rence. 

Quackery  is  protected  hy  Government,  More  than 
£100,000  is  annually  paid  to  the  revenue  of  the 
country  for  circulating  the  deadly  nostrums  of  the 
empiric  under  the  sanction  of  a  government  stamp  ; 
and  if  we  add  to  this  the  duty  on  advertisements,  the 
amount  would  be  considerably  increased.  Indivi¬ 
duals  are  therefore  legally  authorised  to  proclaim 
their  infallible  and  universal  medicines:  they  possess 
legal  patents  for  defrauding  the  public. 

In  no  other  country  have  the  laws  for  protecting 
the  public  health  been  so  neglected,  or  been  associ¬ 
ated  with  such  striking  anomalies  as  in  England. 
While  medical  men  are  consulted  in  all  cases  of 
hygienic,  epidemic,  and  quarantine  regulations, 
while  schools  are  organised,  a  more  expensive  course 
of  education  enjoined  than  what  exists  in  any 
country  of  Europe,  and  while  noble  institutions 
are  established  for  rendering  more  widely  available 
the  efforts  of  enlightened  medical  skilly  another 
system  is  protected,  which,  if  time,  is  a  practical 
libel  on  all  these  regulations,  (asserting  far  more 
than  the  inutility  of  medicine  as  a  science,)  but 
which  if  false,  must  be  rife  with  injustice,  and 
fatally  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  community. 

It  has  been  argued  by  many,  and  the  objection 
must  not  be  overlooked,  that  Quackery  should  not 
be  interfered  with  by  direct  legislation;  that  si  popu- 
lus  vult  decipi,  decipiatur — that  if  people  are  fools 
enough  to  become  the  victims  and  dupes  of  the 
ignorant  empiric,  nobody  is  to  be  blamed  but  them¬ 
selves.  However  specious  the  objection,  (if  not 
popular  at  a  moment  like  the  present,)  it  will  be 
found,  when  examined,  to  be  fundamentally  at 
variance  with  the  principles  of  good  government, 
and  still  more  hostile  to  the  tenets  of  morality  and 
religion. 
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In  the  first  place,  if  Quackery  ought  not  to  be 
legally  repressed,  it  ought  not  to  be  legally />ro- 
tecied,  and  no  government  not  utterly  selfish  and 
venal,  can  consistently  derive  support  from  the 
vrages  of  iniquity,  or  foster  a  system  whose  influence 
must  from  its  very  nature  be  injurious. 

We  are  far  from  being  advocates  for  unnecessary 
restriction  ;  many  other  attempts  at  imposition  may 
be  safely  permitted  to  work  their  own  cure,  the 
practical  knowledge  of  the  community  at  large 
soon  detecting  the  knavery  and  defeating  its  success : 
against  attempts  such  as  these,  it  would  be  a  waste 
of  legislation  to  be  perpetually  enacting  laws.  But 
medical  imposture  is  not  of  this  description.  There 
is  no  instinctive  guide  as  in  animals,  given  to  men 
for  curing  their  diseases.  Man  has  reason  for  his 
instructor,  and  it  is  only  in  the  direction  and  to 
the  extent  in  which  his  faculties  are  exercised,  that 
his  judgment  is  matured,  and  his  conclusions  ra¬ 
tional.  All  who  are  medically  uneducated,  and  still 
more  the  rude  and  illiterate  classes  of  society,  are 
incapable  of  discriminating  between  what  is  benefi¬ 
cial  or  injurious,  of  a  priori  deciding  between  the 
merits  of  the  qualified  or  unqualified  practitioner, 
are  wholly  ignorant  of  the  amount  or  nature  of  the 
information  a  medical  man  should  possess  ;  they  are 
thus  left  unprotected  from  imposture,  and  with  no 
beacon  but  fatal  experience  to  warn  them  of  their 
danger.  It  is  therefore  the  imperative  duty  of 
government  to  take  care  that  the  public  health  shall 
not  suffer  from  public  ignorance,  and  that  it  shall  not 
be  sacrificed  to  the  machinations  of  the  avaricious 
and  designing,  without  an  effort  at  least  for  their 
suppression  and  punishment.  No  man  has  a  natu¬ 
ral  right  to  prey  upon  his  fellow  man  ;  and  one  of 
the  aims  of  a  really  liberal  government,  is  to  deprive 
the  selfish  and  unprincipled  of  the  power  of  pursu¬ 
ing  their  schemes  of  aggrandizement  at  the  expence 
of  the  welfare  of  society  at  large.  The  justice 
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therefore  of  legislative  interference  for  the  sup« 
pression  of  Quackery,  is  derived  from  the  injurious 
tendency  of  the  system,  from  the  want  of  the  neces¬ 
sary  information  for  its  detection  among  those  to 
whom  it  is  addressed,  and  from  its  direct  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  properly 
qualified  medical  practitioner.  The  experience  of 
ages  has  proved  that  what  we  call  the  common 
sense  of  the  population  is  insufficient  for  its  aboli¬ 
tion,  and  the  time  is  now  come,  when  Quackery,  if 
checked  at  all,  must  be  checked  by  the  strong  arm 
of  the  law. 

Quackery  is  supported  hy  the  Press,  Advertising 
is  the  main-spring  of  empirical  success.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  be  in  possession  of  sufficient  funds  for 
the  purpose,  to  ensure  the  popularity  of  any  remedy 
whatever.  This  fact  is  so  well  known,  that  thousands 
are  unhesitatingly  annually  risked  in  only  giving 
publicity  to  a  nostrum,  and  the  returns  are  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  courage  of  the  speculator,  his  talent 
for  invention,  and  his  utter  indifiference  to  truth. 
Upwards  of  £20,000  a-year  is  sometimes  expended 
in  advertising  a  single  medicine,  and  its  sale  would 
often  almost  immediately  cease  were  the  practice 
discontinued.  Quackery  is  thus  a  fruitful  source  of 
pecuniary  emolument  to  the  proprietors  of  news¬ 
papers,  who  are  prompted  by  their  interests  to  nau¬ 
seate  their  columns  with  the  well-paid  but  disgusting 
materials  with  which  it  weaves  the  ensnaring  web 
of  its  iniquities,  and  for  the  same  reason  are  pre¬ 
vented  from  disclosing  its  fallacy  and  danger. 
Thus  the  very  means  by  which  the  public  mind 
should  be  directed  and  enlightened,  is  converted 
into  a  source  of  incalculable  mischief. 

It  is  to  Government,  not  to  the  Press,  that  we 
must  look  for  improvement.  Journalists  are  but 
men ;  and  the  temptation  must  be  removed  before 
the  evil  is  efiectually  remedied. 

Quackery  is  directly  and  indirectly  supported  hy 


Medical  Meri.  Yes,  medical  men  have  unblush- 
ingly  come  forward  in  its  defence ;  either  vaunting 
some  nostrum  of  their  own,  or  lending  the  influ» 
ence  of  their  names  to  the  propagation  of  error  and 
imposture.  They  have  declared  themselves  disci¬ 
ples  of  opinions,  to  which,  unless  their  reason  has 
deserted  them,  they  cannot  conscientiously  subscribe; 
and  of  the  injurious  tendency  of  which  they  cannot 
be  ignorant.  They  have  become  the  mercenary 
hirelings  of  audacious  adventurers,  and  merged  in 
the  depths  of  their  selfish  cupidity  the  best  inter¬ 
ests  of  a  profession  they  were  bound  by  their  oath 
and  every  principle  of  justice  to  support;  for  the 
love  of  filthy  lucre  they  have  sacrificed  their  self- 
respect,  and  purchased  the  contempt  and  indigna¬ 
tion  of  every  honourable  mind. 

Medical  men  have  indirectly  supported  Quackery, 
from  mistaken  delicacy  and  squeamishness;  they  have 
been  withheld  from  the  open  expression  of  their 
opinions,  by  the  dread  of  selfish  motives  being  attri¬ 
buted  to  their  interference,  or  their  views  being 
regarded  as  the  warpings  of  professional  prejudice. 
When  in  possession  of  fatal  proofs  of  the  deadly 
effects  of  Empiricism,  they  have  feared  the  imputa¬ 
tion  of  aiming  at  notoriety  by  their  publication  ;  or, 
not  clearly  seeing  why  they  should  voluntarily  expose 
themselves  to  opposition,  and  perhaps  loss,  in  appa¬ 
rently  so  hopeless  a  struggle,  have  satisfied  their 
consciences  with  the  impression  that  Empiricism  is 
too  firmly  implanted  in  the  land  to  be  uprooted  by 
their  puny  efforts ;  and  that  little  more  is  in  their 
power  to  effect,  than  to  follow  in  its  wake  to  rebuild 
or  repair  the  wrecked  constitutions  of  its  supporters. 
The  public  have  thus  been  deprived  of  many  practi¬ 
cal  warnings  against  delusion ;  and  the  real  evils  of 
empiricism  too  often  but  faintly  impressed  on  the 
minds  of  medical  men  themselves.  But  the  liability 
to  misrepresentation  attaches  itself  to  all  bold  and 
unflinching  assailants  of  prejudice  and  error;  and 
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had  it  been  always  sufficient  to  damp  their  exertions 
and  repress  their  zeal,  what  would  be  our  moral 
condition  at  the  present  moment  ?  If  our  cause  is 
rational  and  just;  if  it  involves  the  interests  of 
humanity ;  and  if  circumstances  render  us  the  fittest 
agents  for  its  prosecution,  it  is  a  false  delicacy  and 
a  feeble  morality  to  be  deterred  from  our  purpose, 
because  our  success  includes  some  increase  to  our 
individual  interests.  Wherever  our  own  welfare  and 
that  of  society  coincide,  we  have  a  double  right  to 
come  forward  in  our  defence.  Medical  men  are  alone 
capable  of  forming  an  accurate  judgment  of  the  fatal 
effects  of  Empiricism,  and  of  clearly  pointing  out 
the  necessity  for  its  suppression ;  they  are  therefore 
morally  called  upon  to  express  their  opinions,  to 
expose  the  nature  of  the  evil ;  and,  as  well  as  every 
other  class  of  society,  have  a  right  to  demand  that 
guardianship  of  their  privileges,  that  protection  for 
their  immunities,  with  which  the  national  voice  has 
invested  them,  and  which  the  national  authorities 
are  bound  to  uphold.  If  medical  men  therefore 
consider  that  quack  medicines  ought  to  be  sold, 
and  that  Quackery  is  harmless,  let  them  remain 
passive.  “If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  believe  the 
use  of  quack  medicines  to  be  injurious  to  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  society,  to  be  the  cause  of  death  to  hundreds 
of-  their  fellow  creatures,  they  are  called  upon  by 
every  sense  of  duty,  justice,  and  humanity,  to  take 
immediate  measures  for  the  suppression  of  this  no 
longer  supportable  evil.” 

We  have  thus  rapidly  directed  our  attention  to 
the  nature  of  Quackery;  to  its  immorality  and 
injustice;  to  the  causes  of  its  success;  and  to  the 
necessity  for  its  suppression.  Let  us  in  conclusion 
enquire,  how  is  this  last  object  to  be  effected  ?  It 
is  very  commonly  asserted,  and  partially  believed, 
by  the  unreflecting  and  inert,  that  the  suppression 
of  medical  empiricism  is  impossible.  No  doubt, 
after  all  that  can  be  done  for  its  prevention,  it  will 
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never  wholly  disappear ;  but  while  we  relinquish  the 
Utopian  idea  of  its  utter  extinction,  we  do  not 
entertain  the  slightest  doubt  of  its  energies  being 
essentially  crippled,  and  its  influence  materially 
curtailed  by  firm  and  judicious  legislation. 

Quackery  is  suppressed  in  all  the  other  countries 
of  Europe.  The  French,  German,  Austrian,  Prus¬ 
sian,  and  Italian  systems  of  medical  jurisprudence, 
all  enforce  the  necessity  of  a  comprehensive  preli¬ 
minary,  and  medical  education;  they  protect  the 
rights  of  medical  practitioners,  and  prevent  their 
slightest  infringement  hy  illegal  pretenders.  In  the 
Austrian  system,  (which  has  been  found  to  work 
well,  and  is  regarded  by  some  of  our  leading  medical 
periodicals  as  well  worthy  imitation  in  all  its 
important  features,)  among  the  other  functions 
belonging  to  the  proto-medici,  or  directors,  it  ex¬ 
pressly  authorizes  them  to  put  down  all  .quacks  and 
charlatan  practitioners  of  every  sort,  male  and 
female,  who  have  not  duly  qualified  themselves  by 
passing  the  proper  ordeals ;  and  to  take  care  that  no¬ 
body  sells  drugs  except  the  regular  apothecary,  and 
that  the  latter  offers  for  sale  no  violent  medicines  or 
poisons,  unless  when  applied  for  through  the  recipe 
of  a  regular  physician  or  surgeon.  This  is  the  tenor 
of  the  law  in  continental  Europe,  which  secures  to  the 
public  the  best  medical  aid,  while  it  protects  the 
rights  of  the  qualified  practitioner.  This  is  also 
the  privilege  of  the  legal  profession  in  England, 
which  allows  no  one  to  assume  the  title  and  powers 
of  advocate,  except  in  his  own  cause.  Nor  is  the 
exclusion  of  non-professionals  considered  an  out¬ 
rage  upon  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  though  legisla¬ 
tors  seem  to  hold  the  contrary  with  regard  to 
uneducated  medical  practitioners.  To  argue  that 
measures  successfully  adopted  in  every  other  Eu¬ 
ropean  country  are  inapplicable  to  the  free  insti¬ 
tutions  of  Great  Britain,  is  absurd  and  fallacious. 
If  a  British  Government  is  unable  to  adopt  regula- 
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lions  which  enlightened  experience  has  shown  to  be 
essential  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  health  ; 
if  it  is  obliged,  by  the  freedom  of  its  constitution, 
to  destroy  with  one  hand  those  privileges  and  regu¬ 
lations  which  it  builds  up  with  the  other ;  if  it  is 
forced  to  tolerate  the  schemes  and  practices  of  men 
who,  vulture-like,  make  society  their  prey ;  then,  its 
freedom  is  a  curse,  and  its  existence  a  fiction. 

But  it  is  evidently  in  the  power  of  legislation  to 
check  the  evil  we  are  considering ;  to  deny  the 
avenues  of  the  press  to  the  diflfusion  of  the  poison¬ 
ous  falsehoods  of  Empiricism ;  to  withliold  the  sanc¬ 
tion  of  a  stamp  ;  to  remove  from  the  people  those 
means  of  self-destruction  whose  danger  they  are 
unable  to  detect  or  avoid ;  to  secure  to  medical 
practitioners  their  privileges  and  rights,  while 
it  enforces  their  acquirements  and  efficiency ;  and 
to  establish  those  principles  of  justice  and  protec¬ 
tion,  which  a  free  people  have  a  right  to  expect,  and 
the  policy  of  which,  they  are  sooner  or  later  never 
unwilling  to  acknowledge. 

Let  medical  men  then  strenuously  co-operate  for 
the  suppression  of  Quackery ;  let  them  organise  a 
system  of  unanimous  petitioning  ;  let  them  fearlessly 
oppose  themselves  to  a  pestilence  which  has  long 
sat  like  an  incubus  on  the  land ;  and  by  doing  so, 
they  will  not  only  soon  see  it  wither  and  disappear, 
but  at  once  secure  the  best  interests  of  their 
profession,  while  they  protect  the  health  of  the 
community  from  the  inroads  of  cold-hearted  and 
ignorant  pretenders. 


FINIS. 


Form  of  Petition  for  the  Abolition  of  Quackery. 


THAT  the  object  of  medical  science  is  the  establishment  of 
fixed  principles,  to  regulate  the  application  of  remedies  in  the 
cure  and  prevention  of  disease ;  and  it  is  contrary  to  all  reason 
and  analogy  to  suppose  that  the  necessary  knowledge  can  either 
be  acquired  or  properly  applied  without  minute  and  accurate 
acquaintance  with  the  healthy  and  morbid  conditions  of  the 
human  frame. 

That  in  order  to  furnish  the  means  for  attaining  this  desirable 
end,  and  for  securing  the  best  possible  qualifications  in  those 
entrusted  with  the  important  responsibility  of  ministering  to  the 
public  health,  universities  and  societies  have  been  formed ;  an 
arduous  and  expensive  course  of  education  enjoined  ;  and  penal¬ 
ties  attached  to  the  infringement  of  regulations,  which  enlight¬ 
ened  experience  and  legislative  enactment  have  found  to  be 
essential,  though  hitherto  insufficient  safeguards,  against  the 
misdirected  and  injurious  efforts  of  the  ignorant  or  unprincipled 
Quack. 

That  while  the  utility  of  the  medical  profession  is  thus  publicly 
recognised,  and  much  laudable  anxiety  shown  for  securing  the 
attainments  and  respectability  of  its  members,  its  privileges  are 
glaringly  and  unjustly  infringed  by  the  success  and  pretensions 
of  unqualified  pretenders,  whose  assertions,  while  they  are  repu¬ 
diated  both  by  reason  and  experience,  exert  a  powerful  and 
deadly  influence  over  the  health  of  a  too  easily  deluded  popula¬ 
tion. 

That  the  absence  of  any  legal  means  for  the  suppression  of 
Quacks  and  Quack  Medicines,  and  the  positive  encouragement 
afforded  them  by  the  system  of  stamps  and  advertisements, 
either  implies  the  inutility  of  qualified  medical  men,  or  involves 
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a  flagrant  violation  of  tlieir  rights,  by  depriving  them  of  that 
protection  and  consideration  which  a  just  regard  for  the  public 
health  imperatively  demands,  and  to  which,  as  a  formally  autho¬ 
rised  and  privileged  body,  they  are  legally  entitled. 

That  the  public  having  no  means  of  discriminating  between  the 
spurious  and  properly  qualified  medical  practitioner,  it  urgently 
behoves  government  itself  to  provide,  as  far  as  possible,  for  the 
health  of  the  community,  by  extending  efficient  protection  to  the 
privileges,  while  it  enforces  evidence  of  the  acquirements  and 
capabilities  of  those  who  are  entrusted  with  so  important  and 
difficult  a  charge. 

It  is  therefore  humbly  proposed,  that  all  Patent,  Quack,  and 
Secret  Medicines  be  abolished. 

That  no  medicine  be  advertised,  the  real  composition  of  which 
is  not  appended,  and  its  efficacy  properly  attested. 

That  no  individual  (druggist  or  others),  who  has  not  complied 
with  existing  regulations,  be  allowed  to  exercise  the  healing  art ; 
and  that  all  establishments  nominally  devoted  to  the  same  pur¬ 
pose,  but  conducted  by  persons  not  properly  qualified,  be 
declared  illegal. 

That  all  established  medical  bodies  shall  have  the  power  of 
expelling  from  their  halls,  and  expunging  from  the  list  of  their 
members,  all  those  who  have  recourse  to  unprofessional  modes 
of  gaining  notoriety. 


And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 
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